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A Text-book of the Diseases of Women. By Heney J. Garrigues, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of Obstetrics in the New York Post-Graduate 
Medical School and Hospital; Gynecologist to St. Mark’s Hospital, New 
York City; Gynecologist to the German Dispensary; Consulting Obstetric 
Surgeon to the New York Maternity Hospital, etc. Containing 310 en¬ 
gravings and colored plates. Pp. 690. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 
1894. 

We are glad to welcome another distinctively American work on 
gynecology by an author whose name is a synonym for candor, wide 
research, and scientific accuracy. A careful perusal of the book will 
convince the reader that his purpose, as set forth in the preface, “to 
write a practical work,” has been clearly kept in view throughout. A 
glance at the copious footnotes alone shows how minute has been his 
study of current American literature, and is calculated to awaken no 
little pride in the fact that our countrymen have contributed so much 
to the progress of gynecology during the past fifteen years. The author’s 
distinct aim to emphasize this fact will alone win for him a host of sym¬ 
pathetic readers. 

The general arrangement of the book is as follows: Under a “ general 
division” are included eight parts, the first three of which deal with 
development, anatomy, and physiology; separate chapters under the 
latter heading are devoted to puberty, menstruation and ovulation, 
copulation, fecundation, and the climacteric. It is hardly necessary to 
state that the chapter on anatomy (including seventy-eight pages) is a 
model of conciseness and accuracy, through which are interspersed many 
novel views and the result3 of the author’s original investigations, as well 
as researches. 

In the section on physiology considerable prominence is given to 
recent views on menstruation and ovulation. The writer believes that 
menstruation may persist after double oophorectomy, even though no 
ovarian tissue has been left behind. We are glad to see that he regards 
the possible presence of a third ovary in these cases as problematical; 
Sutton positively denies the fact. Some criticism may be urged against 
such short chapters as those on copulation and fecundation (page 120), 
which might readily have been combined; the same peculiarity is noted 
elsewhere. The chapter on the climacteric is thoroughly practical and 
most useful to the student. The same comment applies to the succeed¬ 
ing section on etiology, which contains a large amount of information 
in a remarkably clear, though condensed, form. 

Part V., on “Examinations in General,” is lucid and complete, pre¬ 
senting just such information as the practical clinical teacher finds best 
adapted to post-graduate students. Part VI., on “ Treatment,” contains 
such a variety of subjects as to be a little confusing. We regret that it 
is not divided into several chapters treating of non surgical and surgical 
treatment, technique, and instruments. The local treatment recom¬ 
mended is wisely conservative. We hope some day to see the double¬ 
current catheter banished from the gynecologist’s armamentarium. Fig. 
147, representing the vaginal tampon in situ, is misleading, as it tends 
to give the beginner an erroneous idea with regard to the size and 
firmness of the tampon as described in the text. Under the paragraph 
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on tamponade of the uterus it would have been well to add the caution 
that the cervical canal should first be dilated- Undue space is devoted 
to a description of ligation of the uterine arteries, an operation which is 
somewhat out of place in this chapter, and one which we would advise 
none but an experienced surgeon to attempt. 

The descriptions of operative technique, the preparation of the patient, 
sutures, etc., are clear and concise. Advanced surgeons may object to 
some of the writer’s methods, especially to his preference for the use of 
antiseptic solutions during an operation. The cuts of instruments are 
good, though some are now a little antique (Figs. 170, 172,173). The 
writer is not much in favor of combined operations, though his argument 
against the simultaneous performance of the cervical and perineal opera¬ 
tions—fear of secondary hemorrhage or premature menstruation—is not 
borne out by practical experience. This chapter concludes with several 
pages on gynecological electro-therapeutics, in which careful directions 
are given with regard to the practical application of the different kinds 
of electricity. 

Part VII., on “Abnormal Menstruation and Menorrhagia,” is referred 
to apologetically in the preface as treating of symptoms rather than true 
pathological conditions. Nevertheless, we find much that is useful and 
instructive in the seven short chapters into which it is divided. Leucor- 
rhoea forms a separate “part” by itself. 

The “special division” comprises two-thirds of the book, including 
seven parts, thus divided: Part I. (eighteen chapters), “ Diseases of the 
Vulva;” Part II. (four chapters), “Diseases of the Perineum;” Part 
III. (thirteen chapters), “Diseases of the Vagina.” Following these 
are thirteen chapters, under Part IV., on diseases of the uterus, ten on 
affections of the tubes and ovaries, and a concluding section on “ diseases 
of the pelvis,” with an appendix on sterility. A mere review of the 
table of contents renders it evident that the entire field of pelvic dis¬ 
eases has been covered, down to the smallest details, in a scholarly and 
systematic manner. It is impossible to do more than to indicate briefly 
the author’s general plan and to call attention to a few of the salient 
points which prove its usefulness as a modern text-book. 

The various affections of the vulva are well treated, largely from a 
clinical standpoint. We note in passing that the writer leans to Mor¬ 
ris’s theory that adhesion of the preputium clitoridis is a cause of 
various reflex neuroses, and that (contrary to the position taken in 
other recent text-books) he does not regard lupus as identical with 
tuberculosis. 

Chapter XVIII., on “Masturbation,” is a useful contribution to a sub¬ 
ject on which most writers show’ a curious reticence. We disapprove (in 
common with most gynecologists) of clitoridectomy, which the practical 
experience of every surgeon who has performed it since Baker Brown’s 
day has shown to be, except in rare cases, a useless mutilation. Under 
“diseases” of the perineum (somewhat of a misnomer) are included 
descriptions of the various methods of perineorrhaphy (especially Em¬ 
met’s), which are concise, but clear and intelligent to the general reader 
—a rare virtue in such articles. The influence of the author’s wide 
obstetrical experience is brought to bear most happily in his studies of 
laceration of the perineum and its treatment, the result being distinctly 
better than if he had viewed the subject from a purely gynecological 
standpoint. He has certainly grasped the real idea of Emmet’s opera- 
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tion better than most recent writers. The accompanying diagrams are 
especially helpful to the beginner. 

Chapter II. (page 314), entitled “Garrulity of the Vulva” (including 
ten lines) spoils the effect of the preceding one. If worthy of mention 
at all, it is in no sense a “ disease,” being merely a symptom of relaxation 
of the vulva, as explained in the context. Coccygodynin i3 rather out of 
place in a section on injuries of the perineum ; it is a question if any but 
surgical treatment is effective in this affection. 

tinder the sections on diseases of the vagina is included a chapter on 
the various fistula?; nearly twenty pages are devoted to the latter subject, 
a number of plastic operations being described and figured. Of the one 
hundred and twenty-six pages which are assigned to diseases of the 
uterus, displacements and neoplasms claim fifty each. Laceration of the 
cervix receives careful attention, the author being evidently firmly con¬ 
vinced of the pathological importance of the lesion (especially its reflex 
phenomena), which recent authors are inclined to regard as trivial. We 
agree with the recommendation to operate in the dorsal position, which 
is a decided advantage when perineorrhaphy is performed simultaneously 
—a procedure that the author believes is “risky” (!). In Chapter IV., 
on “ Metritis,” the old stumbling-block of students appears—the confusing 
subdivision of the various inflammatory conditions according to their 
seat, into “acute” and “chronic” metritis, and of the former into “endo¬ 
metritis,” “ parenchymatous metritis,” “ cervicitis,” and “ endocervicitis,” 
which is, of course, correct enough from an anatomical standpoint, but 
is none the less perplexing to the beginner. We hesitate to criticise 
such an accurate observer and experienced teacher, and our criticism 
must be understood as being made purely from a clinical point of view. 
We do not undertake to decide the vexed question of the propriety of 
describing so-called hyperplastic endometritis as a chronic inflammation, 
rather than an end-process. We also hold that “benign adenoma” 
is a distinct form of neoplasm, not to be confused with endometritis 
fungosa. 

The chapter on displacements in every work on gynecology is in a 
certain sense an index of the author’s originality and freedom from the 
influence of views which depend for their currency on their antiquity 
rather than their inherent reasonableness. Applying this test, it is a 
little disappointing to find that Dr. Garrigues, still retains, though not 
very enthusiastically, the venerable cuts of anteversion pessaries, instru¬ 
ments which we venture to say most American gynecologists now regard 
only as curiosities. The prophecy of Hart and Barbour, made ten 
years ago, has been fulfilled: “ Probably in a few years, anteversion 
will cease to be considered among uterine displacements.” In speaking 
of the surgical treatment of anteflexion, the writer utters a timely cau¬ 
tion with regard to the dangers of the iqtra-uterine stem—which he pre¬ 
fers to use, if at all, when the canal “ re-contracts ” after forcible dilata¬ 
tion. The section on retro-displacements covers the ground pretty 
thoroughly, including concise descriptions of the various recent opera¬ 
tions for the cure of retroversion. 

The operative treatment of uterine fibro-myomata is considered at 
length, the author showing a thorough familiarity with all the recent 
methods of extirpation and supra-vaginal amputation. Enucleation of 
large sessile tumors with the spoon-saw has been abandoned; it is a 
more than questionable procedure, even in the hands of an expert, and 
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the author properly emphasizes its daugers. Malignant disease of the 
uterus is well treated from a clinical standpoint. 

Part V., on “ Diseases of the Tubes,” is well adapted to the needs of 
the student by reason of its clearness and general conservative tone. 
Some of the opinions expressed, as well as those quoted from other sources, 
have, it should be stated, been greatly modified during the past five 
years. The writer evidently does not subscribe to the modern view that 
true hematosalpinx is rare, except in connection with ectopic gestation. 
The operative technique is carefully described. 

Part VI., including nearly a hundred pages, forms a complete mono¬ 
graph on diseases of the ovaries, which equals, if it does not exceed, the 
corresponding section in the best works on diseases of women. The 
portion devoted to ovarian cysts and ovariotomy is quite exhaustive, 
and will prove valuable to the most experienced reader. 

The concluding section deals with affections of the pelvic peritoneum, 
including diseases and neoplasms of the ligaments and hematocele. 

The table of contents and indices are unusually full and accurate, 
and the remarkable freedom of the text from typographical errors is 
characteristic of that minute, painstaking revision for which the author 
is noted. The general appearance of the book is pleasing and the illus¬ 
trations, many of which are original, are clear and well chosen. It is in 
every sense a safe text-book to place in the hands of the student and 
general practitioner, while the style is so lucid, concise, aud forcible 
that no one can misunderstand a single statement. When we have 
said this, and have added that the book reflects throughout the modest 
tone of true worth, we feel that we have described as well as we could 
have done in several pages a work in which we should feel a pride as 
the exponent of what our countrymen have accomplished in gynecology 
during the past decade, as well as a striking evidence that patient re¬ 
search and scientific accuracy are not confined to the Continent. We 
prophesy for Dr. Garrigues’ book a popularity which will be as great 
and as well founded as are its intrinsic merits. H. C. C. 


A Text-book of Practical Therapeutics. With especial reference to 
the application of Remedial Measures to Disease and their Employment 
upon a Rational Basis. By Hobart Amory Hare, M.D., Professor of 
Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the Jefferson Medical College of 
Philadelphia. With special chapters by Drs. G. E. de Schweinitz, 
Edward Martin, and Barton C. Hirst. Fourth edition, thoroughly 
revised and much enlarged. Pp. xi., 740. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers 
& Co., 1894. 

The fourth edition of this work comes before us enlarged to the extent 
of forty-four pages, the more important changes being found in the part 
devoted to the consideration of drugs. The new sections added are: 
Boroglycerio,bromoform,chloralose, condurango, convailaria, duboisine, 
methyl and methylene-blue, naphtol, pyrogallol, solanum Carolineuse, 
soya beans, starch, zinc, and sodium sulpho-carbolates,thallin, trichlora¬ 
cetic acid, trional and tetronal. Nor does this list comprise all the 



